FORGING

A PRACTICAL FORGING CHALLENGE
THAT HELPS WITH DROPPED FETLOCKS

The 2023 Summit Mail-In Forging Exercise will earn a winner
a buckle and all participants a T-shirt for making this horseshoe

By Craig Trnka, CJF

Summit celebrates its 20th anniver-

sary at this January’s event. This is
also the ninth Summit Mail-In Forging
Exercise, so I wanted to create a good
challenge of solid forging elements for
you. But as much as I want to push you
out of your comfort zone with this exer-
cise, I also want to create a practical shoe
that you might find useful under the right
circumstances. This is the perfect mar-
riage: challenging your skill set and a
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finished product that can help a horse
with a specific problem. Of course, we
never want to apply a shoe that isn’t suit-
able for the horse or its needs.

This diamond-toe, reverse wedge hind
shoe is a good solution for an older horse
whose fetlock has dropped behind. It cre-
ates some relief for horses afflicted with
this. For example, I'm working on an
older gelding that is rode competitively,
but his fetlocks are starting to drop. This
shoe has helped this horse. I rarely see a
shoe like this used for these horses, how-
ever. It is one of my favorite shoes because
of the forging elements and its practicality.

When I judge the entries, I don’t want
your shoe or the clips racked. Make a
consistent reverse wedge. It needs to

be thickest at the toe. When you create
a wedge shoe, it is hard to maintain the
section.

Thank you to VICTORY for sponsoring
this challenge again. We’ll place the top
finishers at the Summit. You’ll improve
your skills and earn a free T-shirt just for
entering. You may win the buckle. But
remember, it isn’t about winning — it is
about the journey. Good luck! £}

Craig Trnka is an
International Horseshoeing
Hall of Fame farrier based
in Edgewood, N.M. He is an
American Farrier’s Association past
president and the founder of the World
Championship Blacksmiths.

Sponsored by VICTORY thls foréing exercise requ:res .Measurements: 4 /16 lnches at the WIdest part of the
making this shoe. You have until Jan. 19, 2023, to mail shoe, 5 ¥2 inches from the heels to toe, 2 2 between
your entry to and have it arrive at the AFJ office. Read heels, heel height at where measured is %16 inch, and 7/16

instructions on how to enter on Page 49.

inch at the toe.
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Step- By Step

- | start with 12 inches of 3s
-|nch by 1-inch stock. You can
see where | marked with chalk
"4 inch off center to give a 4
inch of more material to the
lateral side

2. | bumped about 1 % inches
into it and only narrow it from
the leading edge of the toe so
it mushrooms and becomes
thicker before I turn it.

3. | make my toe bend with
my center punch mark up.
| am trying to make a tight
toe bend, but | don’t want to
narrow the stock.

4. Most round surfaces of
hammers are too wide to make
the indentations, so | use the
edge of the round side of the
hammer to start knocking the
indentations. Otherwise, the
divots will become too big.

5. Sometimes you may
use the heel (closest to the
handle of the hammer or the
toe (farthest away from the
handle) of the hammer. Use
one or the other so the divots
don’t become too wide.
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Hoof Trimming Made Easy
and Safe for Your Horse

Electric Plug-In or
Mobile Battery Powered

Questions? Visit our Website for Full Details, Videos and More or Give Usa Call . . .

s HOOF BOSS

More Forging Challenges

If you like this forging challenge
and are looking for other lessons,
we have other horseshoes that
Craig Trnka shows the steps in
forging so that you can try.

To see these instructions
for the shoes, visit American
Farriers.com/1122, where you'll
find various shoes to make,
including:
¢ Gaited

horseshoe
¢ Sidebone

horseshoe
¢ Concave

horseshoe
¢ Straight-bar

horseshoe
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6. The camera angle
is positioned back in
this view, showing it is
a diamond toe at the
ground surface.

Z- In this view, the
camera angle is directly
above the toe, showing
the foot surface follows
the radius of the foot.

8. | turned the lateral
branch. Don’t have too
much commitment on
this side until you work
the medial branch.

9. | turned the medial
branch to deliver a
roughed out shape with
the toe in the center.

10. | used a straight |

edge to chalk line to
make sure I'm in line
with the diamond toe.

11. 1 used a very fine
drift to add my nail holes.
On plain stamps, | always
use a fine drift so | can
continue forging it, but
don’t make the frog eyes
too large or displace as
much material.

* Aprons

* Anvils/
Stands

* Books

* Caulks

* Coal/Coke

* Fly Spray

* Forges
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Farrier Supplies You Need

nife-Making Supplies You Need

* ;ﬂﬁ:ies * HoofStands | % Sanding belts ~ * Knife Blanks
| * Hoof From sizes 1x 30 ic Pi
* g;‘;‘:;;:/ Supplements to2x272 :éMOSIaIc i
i cales
* HoofBoots NI * Steel * BladeBond
* Hoof Care  * Pt *1084 Powder Epoxy
+ Hoof * Shoes Ry
Repair * Tools * Liners * Corby Pins

We make over 35 different anvils

— find one perfect for you!

Visit Our NEW Website

texasfarriersupply.com

©

TEXAS
FARRIER
SUPPLY

Kennedale Weatherford

603 S. New Hope Rd. 2372 Mineral Wells Hwy
Kennedale, TX 76060 Weatherford, TX 76088
(817) 478-6105 (817) 594-7522
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MFC CREASE
NAIL PULLER

MFC ROUNDING <@

HAMMER (D) : , _.
12a and 12b. | used a set hammer to
focus my clip material and didn’t have any mishits.
On the right shows drawing the clip on the other
side.
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1 3. I've cleaned up the scoops to make them more
eye-pleasing and functional. Use a half-round to hot
rasp the diamond. This is perfect for working the
O il diamond toe scoops to one side or the other after

LITNLT ir1ICMM the majority of your forging displaced material.
Myron 1 Choose MYRON!S
ORIGINAL
McLane APRON

“Often Imitated, <.
Buf Never
Duplicated.”

www.americanfarrierssupply.com

© 2 knife pockets

© Available in
3 sizes with
adjustable leg &
waist straps

e Also Available:
Sparky Aprons,
Lite Aprons and
Padded Aprons

MADE IN USA

See our full line of aprons at

MyronMcLaneAprons.com

508-965-3837
49 Winter Street, Somerset, MA 02726
Email: mmclane@myexcel.com

n Myron MclLane Aprons
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HOW TO ENTER

Step 1: Make the shoe as described here by
Craig Trnka.

Step 2: Obtain and complete the entry form
at AmericanFarriers.com/Summitshoe. If you
are unable to download the form, contact American
Farriers Journal at (262) 782-4480 to request a form
to be sent in the mail.

Step 3: Send in the completed form and
your shoe. If you won't attend the IHCS, mail
this entry form and your shoe to American Farriers
Journal, Summit Mail-In Forging Exercise, 16655 W.
Wisconsin Ave., Brookfield, WI 53045. Your entry
must be received in the mail by Jan. 19, 2023.

If you are entering from outside the U.S., DO
NOT assign a value to your shoe on the customs
declaration form.

If you are attending the IHCS, drop off your entry form
and diamond-toe, reverse wedge hind shoe in the Duke
Energy Center near the IHCS registration area by 5
p.m., Jan. 24, 2023.

Step 4: Each contestant will receive a free
commemorative T-shirt. The top finisher will
earn a belt buckle and free 2024 [HCS registration.

T-shirts will be mailed to those who submit a shoe
by mail, and immediately given to those submitting
a shoe at the Summit. All shoes not picked up at the
IHCS will not be returned by mail.

14. This shows how | tidied up
those surfaces. You can still see the
original center punch mark. | want to
show that scoops don’t go through the
entire shoe, but go down and barely
miss the peripheral edge of the foot.

RED M ORSE

ot
PRODUCTS LTD.

EDSS

A Winning Combination in the USA!

Offering a wide variety of
Anti-Microbial, Anti-Bacterial &
Wound Care Products!

www.ShopEDSS.com

EDSS, Inc. - Phone: (719) 372-7463
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