
Shoein, For A Living ... 

Last year, Black Tie 
Affair won over $2 
mil lion and veteran 
farrier Joe Trhlik 
nailed every shoe on 
this Thoroughbred. 

By Michael R. Ga/lenberger, 
Assistant Editor 

IT'S OFTEN HECTIC and confusing 
with 35 farriers shoeing in excess of 
2,000 racing horses at Arlington Inter­
national Racecourse. 

Plus there are hundreds of train-

EARLY MORNING TRAINING. A few of the 2,000 horses on hand at the 
Chicago area's Arlington Racecourse head out for early morning training. 

ers, veterinarians, horse owners and own opinions on the best way to 
even bettors at the Arlington shoe a horse. 
Heights, Ill., track who have their Yet veteran track farrier Joe 
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Trhlik of Downers Grove, III., 
wouldn't trade places with anyone 
when it comes to shoeing almost 
year-round at the three largest Mid­
western tracks located around 
Chicago. 

And as fellow farriers and train­
ers told me during my workday with 
Joe, he's one of the best. Here's 
what I learned yesterday. 

6:00 a.m. Ringggggggggggggg! 

The telephone rings for my wake­
up call at the Rolling Meadows 
Motel 6 just off Illinois Highway 53 
in Rolling Meadows, Ill. I am no 
more than S minutes from the Ar­
lington Racecourse which is where 
I will soon meet farrier Joe Trhlik. 

As I'm dressing, I think how ex­
citing it will be spending the day 
with Joe at the race track. I dress 
lightly because the weather calls for 
temperatures near 90 with high hu­
midity. 

6:35 a.m. I hand in my key at 
the motel's desk, then throw my 
duff el and camera bag in the car. 

6:45 a.m. I stop at McDonald's 
and order two scrambled eggs, sau­
sage, muffin and a large orange 
juice. 

7:00 a.m. I drive up to Gate 9 at 
the Arlington track and ask security 
for my pass. The security people 
tell me a pass wasn't left for me, so 
I am asked to drive inside the gates 
and talk with the lieutenant. He tells 
me he didn't know there was a mag­
azine for farriers and eventually I 
get Joe paged over the public ad­
dress system. 

7:15 a.m. Joe arrives and in­
forms me he was running a little 
late this morning. I park my car and 
ride with Joe in his blue Chevy van. 
Joe says we'll start the day with a 
quick tour of the race track before 
we do any shoeing. 

7:17 a.m. Joe shoes Thorough­
breds at Arlington, Hawthorne and 
Sportsman's race tracks in the Chi­
cago area. Joe has also shod 
pleasure horses, Clydesdales, sad­
die horses, show hunters and 
jumpers, Standardbreds and harness 
horses. 

Joe shoes at Arlington from mid­
May until October. He shoes every 
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race day, which is Wednesday 
through Monday. On Tuesdays, Joe 
tries to sleep late, but because of his 
routine he is usually up at 6:00 a.m. 

Joe tells me it bothers him some­
times that he doesn't have much 
time off, but then he quickly adds, 
"It's what keeps me going." 

7:19 a.m. While driving to the 
track's blacksmith shop, Joe tells 

SHOEING BOARD. Each trainer 
has a board where essential shoe­
Ing lnfonnatlon wlll be written out. 

BUSY DAYS. 
Whlle Joe Trhllk 
shoes an average 
of seven race 
horses a day, he 
often does as 
many as 14, de­
pending on their 
racing schedule. 
With this many 
horses to shoe, 
Joe admits It can 
often be a long 
and very 
tiring day. 

me about the prestigious horses he 
shoed. "I shod Black Tie Affair, 
King's Sloop and Peach Of It," he 
says proudly. "Black Tie Affair won 
the $3 Million Breeders' Cup Clas­
sic and was the 1991 Horse of the 
Year. I put every shoe on this mil­
lion dollar horse last year. 

"I've shod horses for top trainers 
Charlie Bettis, Chris Block, Eddie 
Cole, David Hinsley, Ernie Poulos, 
Danny Switzer and Emmett Sylves­
ter." 

Trhlik also says he is the first 
farrier from Illinois to ever shoe the 
Horse of the Year and the horse that 
won the $3 Million Breeders' Cup. 

7:22 a.m. We arrive at the 
blacksmith's shop. I'm quickly im­
pressed and in awe of the entire race 
track. While walking around the 20-
by-60-ft. shop, Joe tells me there 
are 12 spots, each complete with 
forge and anvil for farriers. 

Joe says the reason for the 
farriers' shop is the Illinois Racing 
Board doesn't allow open fires in or 
between barns and stable area. 
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"What farriers have to do is make a 
pattern of the shoes at the barn, then 
go to the blacksmith's shop and 
forge them," he says. 

Joe tells me he generally goes to 
the blacksmith's shop only once a 
week, but sometimes it can vary. 
"There are times I won't go to the 
shop for a month," he says. "Then 
there are times when I am there all 
the time. For instance if I need spe­
cial shoes for tomorrow, I would 
have to go to the shop and make 
them later today. 

"Most of the time there is nobody 
at the shop because all farriers' 

TRACK VETERAN. Henry Butler 
has been at the track for 35 years 
and works closely with Joe Trhllk. 

schedules vary. But then there may 
be times when there are five or six 
farriers working there. We have 
many fine shoers here and we all 
get along well. Years ago that 
wasn't the case." 

He says there may be as many as 
35 farriers at Arlington Park servic­
ing well over 2,000 horses. "There 
are horseshoers from all over the 
country," he says. 

Joe tells me the keen competition 
for work at the race track makes it 
imperative for farriers to work 
closely with each other. 

7:24 a.m. Leaving the shop, Joe 
tells me was born in Berwyn, Ill.

just a few miles from Sportsman's 
Race track. He originally wanted to 
be a carpenter, but later went to 
horseshoeing school in California. 

Joe graduated from Porterville 
Horseshoeing School in Porterville, 
Calif., in December, 1965. He later 
became a member of the Journey­
men Horseshoeing Union in March 
of 1971. 

"It's kind of funny," he says. 
"When I first started shoeing, I was 
shoeing in cheaper races and now I 
shoe the more expensive races." 

He scheduled four horses for 
shoeing today, but on an average he 
shoes seven horses a day. "Some­
times I shoe 13 or 14 horses a day," 
he says. "But when I shoe that 
many, it makes for a long, tiring 
day." 

Joe says fighting the Chicago 
traffic can be a problem. "In the 
morning it's not too bad," he says. 

Buy yourself 

a better body 
The most important equipment you use is your truck, and having the 
right truck body can make a big difference in the time it takes to get 
the job done. Designed by a farrier, Monetta-built bodies give you 
easy rear compartment access, plenty of room for all of your tools 
and supplies, and the option to cu tomize with everything you need. 

And Monetta-built bodies mean better business. Standard-at no 
extra charge. Monetta. The better body for professional farriers. 

MONETTA 
FARRIER SPECIAL TIES, INC. 

Route 2, Box 403-Hwy. 23, Monetta SC 29105 

ToU-Free 1-800-654-5101 

Circle Reader Service No. 727 
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"I can make it from my house in 
Downers Grove to the track in 35 
minutes, but at night it can take as 
_long as an hour and a half." 

7:26 a.m. Joe's typical day 
starts at 7 a.m. and ends at 4:30 p.m. 
"Some days I am here till 6 p.m.," 
he says. "Some days I come early to 
make special shoes for the day. 
There are times when it can be a 
pain, but that's what keeps me 
going. It's like being a chipmunk on 
a wheel. You 're always on the 
move." 

7:30 a.m. Driving around the 
grounds we are stopped by a trainer 
who asks Joe for his advice on treat­
ing a lame horse. I pick up quickly 
that Joe is very knowledgeable and 
well respected by trainers. 

I ask Joe if he is "the farrier guy" 
at the race track. He pondered for a 
second and then says, "The way I 
see it, it's not how good or bad a 
horseshoer you are, but if you are 
shoeing the winning horse, then you 
are the guy." 

The Best 

7:33 a.m. We pull up to barn 
No. 9 and meet trainer Ernie T. 
Poulos. Joe tells me Poulos is one 
of the top trainers at the track. Joe 
walks to a stall and checks on the 
horse Leading Ballerina who is 
scheduled to race this afternoon. 

Joe tells me be used a set of glu­
on shoes on this filly. He uses the 
glue-on shoe when be feels he has 
"nothing to nail the shoe to." 

7:35 a.m. As we walk through 
the barn, Joe tells me it is important 
to stay on the left side when walk­
ing by a horse in the barn. That's 
because a horse usually will kick to 
the right. "If the handler is on the 
left and be shanks the horse's halter 
it will usually kick to the right," he 
says. "They usually leave more 
room on the right side for that rea­
son." 

Every horse Joe shoes must be 
held by a groom or walker. He says 
the Illinois Racing Board doesn't 
allow the horse to be tied. "They 
feel it's a safety hazard," he says. 

TRIM BOTH SIDES. Joe Trhllk rec­
ommends trimming both sides of 
the frog on race horses so no for­
elg n objects or diseases can enter. 

7:40 a.m. Joe says a horse must 
pass many checks with different 
people before being allowed to 
race. "The veterinarian will check 
the horse for soundness in the 
barn," he says. "The horse will be 
checked again in the paddock area. 

H FOR THE BEST. 

Is All We Make. Ci.E. FORCiE&TOOL 
959 HIGHLAND WAY GROVER CITY, CA 93433 (805)489-1111 

Circle Reader Service No. 705 
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Then before the horse goes into the 
starting gate, it is checked again. If 
at any point they find something 
wrong with the horse, it is scratched 
from the race." 

7:45 a.m. Joe tells me about a 
horse named That's A Fleet who de­
veloped a bruised frog. "He stepped 
on a rock," he says. "The healing 
process was like a blood blister on 
humans. The horse eventually shed 
the frog and I made a special frog 
pad to help the frog heal and to 
lessen the frog's load." 

7:51 a.m. Joe tells me he's been 
shoeing at Arlington since 1977 He 
joined the track union in 1971 
"When you join the union you must 
pass an exam," he says. "Most 
tracks aren't regulated by a union. 

"To pass the union's exam, a far­
rier must swedge four shoes from 
bar stock. They must make two bar 
shoes to fit a pattern and two hind 
block or plain or sticker shoes. 
Then you have to correctly shoe a 
race horse. There are no written or 
verbal exams." 

8:00 a.m. We ride by another 
barn and I ask Joe how he plans his 
day. "I read the Daily Racing 
Forum the night before," he says. 
"That way I can see which horses 
will be running the next day. Then I 

"I read the Daily Racing 
Forum each night and this 
determines which horses I 

will shoe first the next day ... " 

plan around how my customer's 
horses return to the stables after 
being on the training track or if the 
horse has problems. For instance if 
a horse is lame or is racing that day, 
I will spend most of my time help­
ing get that horse ready to race. 

"If a horse develops a quarter 
crack, I'll check it regularly de­
pending on how severe the quarter 
crack is. I may patch the crack and 
put on an egg-bar shoe. 

• designed for use in the treatment of underrun heel syndrome
• easily applied in conjunction with plain or bar shoes
• frog-support increases load on frog and digital cushion while decreasing

the load on damaged rear quarters
* composed of our NEW BASE COMPOUND

"My last priority for scheduling 
are the horses needing regular 
maintenance." 

8:10 a.m. Joe explains more 
about the quarter crack problems in 
race horses. "A horse will some­
times grab a quarter jumping out of 
the starting gate," he says, "or a 
hyper horse just dancing around 
will tend to grab a quarter. The 
quarter crack tends to heal on the 
outside but not on the inside. An 
infection will start and bust out as a 
quarter crack in front of the old in­
jury (the spot he stepped on)." 

8:15 a.m. Trainer Art Blaze 
walks up to the van and talks with 
Joe about his horses. After they 
talk, Joe tells me he shod for Blaze 
some months ago and his shoeing 
resulted in a mutual friendly part­
ing. "I thought I shod the horse 
correctly, but he didn't agree," he 
says. "So we parted on friendly 
terms. Disagreements happen quite 
often at the race track." 

8:30 a.m. Joe doesn't carry an 
anvil and forge in his truck like 

• ·  . .... 

I 3° heel
frog support 

During the last year we have undertaken extensive 
trials to develop a new compound for IMPROVED 
PAD DURABILITY 

Eques-Tech, inc. 

Completely eliminates problems with pads crack­

ing or spreading. 
Our new compound will be incorporated as the 

base material for our Healer, Preventor, Competitor I & 

II model frog-support pads. 

Eques-Tech Pads are available from your local farrier supply or by contacting 
Eques-Tech, Inc., 40 Thomas Street, Middleboro, MA 02346. (508-947-7754) 

Circle Reader Service No. 694 
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most farriers, because the equip­
ment is housed at the blacksmith's 
shop. He's more than happy to let 
any farrier use his blacksmithing 
tools. 

8:45 a.m. Another trainer tells 
Joe about his horse that's pulling 
pads and wedge egg-bar shoes. Joe 
later tells me that he would try put­
ting a glue-on shoe on to prevent 

It. Joe tells me the trainer for Peach 
of It is Eddie Cole and that this 
mare has won over $600,000 and 
recently won $250,000 in the 1992 
Sixty Sails Stake Race. 

9:10 a.m. On the way to see 
trainer David Hinsley, I find out 
what a farrier celebrity Joe really is. 
(Later in the day I find out how true 
this is-more on this later). 

ALUMINUM SHOES WITH TOE GRABS. Trhllk finds trainers prefer horses 
shoed with aluminum since they are lightweight and give better traction. 

the horse from pulling the shoes. 
8:50 a.m. On the way to the 

training track, we stop at another 
barn to see when the horses will be 
back in the stables. Joe explains he 
must do this so the grooms don't 
pack or grease the horse before 
shoeing. 

"Most of the time it is taken care 
of for me," he says. "But very few 
times it's not. If they rub furacin or 
poultice all the way up the legs, you 
can't shoe the horse." 

9:00 a.m. We stop by the train­
ing track, then head for the 
racetrack kitchen to have something 
to cool us down. Temperatures are 
already nearing 80 degrees. Joe 
buys two cans of Coke and we take 
a short break. After our break Joe 
takes me to Barn 2 to take a look at 
another big money winner, Peach of 

"I've been on TV about eight 
times," he says smiling. "In the 
early 70s I was on Ray Rayner's 
morning show that was broadcast to 
Chicago and I did an interview for 
another show that went to Singa­
pore and Hong Kong. I talked about 
horseshoeing and race horses. I also 
talked about what it was like travel­
ing across the country shoeing 
Clydesdales. 

"At the time I was also shoeing 
Clydesdales for Wilson Meat Pack­
ing Co., based in Chicago. One of 
these Clydesdales stood 19.2 hands 
and tipped the scales at 2,600 lbs." 

Joe also once shod zebras for a 
Hollywood movie. 

9:15 a.m. We stop at Barn No. 7 
to shoe Endonada Gold for trainer 
David Hinsley. Joe checks with 
Hinsley to make sure the filly isn't 

hurting and there isn't anything 
wrong when running or walking. "If 
there are any problems with the 
hooves hitting, it is my job to 
change that," he says. 

9:20 a.m. Joe stocks his truck 
every morning. "I have to restock 
every day," he says. "I sometimes 
stock at night, if I get home early." 

9:30 a.m. The tools that Joe car­
ries in his farrier box are a foot 
stand, files, rasps, nippers, ham­
mers, clincher and stall jack. Joe 
does not need to carry an anvil or 
forge because he's stores them at 
the race track's blacksmith's shop. 
"That's why some track farriers are 
able to shoe out of the trunk of their 
cars," he says. 

9:45 a.m. Joe starts trimming a 
hoof and tells me that he injured his 
back shoeing race horses a couple 
years ago. "I've had many horses 
fall on me," he says. "I've been 
kicked a number of times as any 
farrier has. I've been to the hospital 
for X-rays, broken bones and bad 
bruises. 

"About 3 years ago at Haw­
thorne, I had a horse fall on me. I 
wasn't out of work, but I couldn't 
stand up straight or walk without 
hurting. Bending over was all right 
so I could still shoe. This is one of 
the reasons I still use a foot stand. It 
saves my back." 

9:50 a.m. W hile shoeing En­
donada Gold, Joe explains why the 

"A race horse left with 

long hooves will more than 

likely injure itself. .. " 

hooves of race horses are trimmed 
short. "A race horse left with long 
hooves will more than likely injure 
itself," he says. "Less hoof puts less 
stress on the knees, tendons, ankles 
and ligaments. A horse at top speed 
puts a tremendous amount of stress 
on the lower limbs and tendons. It's 
part of my job to make sure I groom 
the horse's hooves to the groomed 
race track surface." 
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10:00 a.m. Joe tells me a typical 
farrier would probably rather shoe 
race horses than show horses. 
"Most race horses are trimmed 
flat," he says. "Typically, no special 
shoes are needed. What you 're 
using with race horses are flat shoes 
with good toe grabs." 

Most shoes be uses are alumi­
num. "I would say 90% to 95% are 
aluminum shoes," he says. "But I 
do use some steel. I use Victory 
Racing Plate, Mus tad's Race Glue, 
Dalric and Dalmer. The type of shoe 
used depends on the horse and the 
problem. 

"Every once in a while I'll also 
get calls from the Illinois Equine 
Hospital in Naperville to put on a 
set of glue-on shoes." 

10:13 a.m. While Joe finishes 
the fronts we talk about other farri­
ers from other areas coming to the 
track to shoe. "I really don't have a 
problem with it," he says. "Some 
farriers come from Florida, Califor­
nia or New York and get more 

IT'S THE LAW! In llllnols, the State 
Racing Commission requires that 
every race horse be held while 
being shoed for safety reasons. 

money. But that's because in the 
area they are from, they get more 
for their shoeing. It doesn't bother 
me. I am making a good living. 

"I've always loved horseshoe-

ing. It's a nasty job but someone has 
to do it. I like what I'm doing. What 
I enjoy about horseshoeing is talk­
ing to people. My customers are 
very nice." 

10:19 a.m. Joe tells me his 
shoeing business has kept him very 
busy. "Right now I'm in a position 
where I have more work than I can 
handle," he says. "I tum down work 
all the time." 

I ask him if be thought about hir­
ing an apprentice and Joe says he's 
not tough enough for an apprentice 
to learn and still allow him to make 
money. 

"I'm just an easy going guy," he 
says. "I've had five apprentices. I 
don't require the work they need to 
do so I can make a profit, which is 
the name of the game. 

"Insuxance and lawsuits are also 
a concern. An apprentice could get 
hurt so easily in this business. Ev­
erything I have is paid for and I 
don't want to lose it. 

"Last year I had such a success-

THE DRIVING FORCE IN HORSE NAILS 
Cooper ... the clean, sharp, consistent nail 
can trust for the long drive, from the slim blade, 
European style nail ideal for imported or hand­
Nails. Anyway you look at it, they're driven to 

that's a favorite of farriers. A brand you 
Lite nail to the "E" series countersunk, 
made shoes. Cooper Horse 

please. 

CAPEVIELL HORSE r JAILS INC • PO Bex 7315 • B co�" e o CT C6C02 • PHOI JE 12'.J31 2.:2-365'.J • FAX I 2C31 242-C442 

Circle Reader Service No. 687 
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ful year I had to borrow money to 
pay my taxes." 

10:30 a.m. Joe finishes shoeing 
while I ask him if insurance bothers 
him. "It does concern me," he says. 
"Years ago insurance wasn't that 
bad. The problem is health insur­
ance. I pay well over $12,000 a year 
just for health insurance. And that's 
only coverage for me and my wife." 

Joe's done shoeing and says 
"muchas gracias" to the groom. 

10:32 a.m. I help Joe pack the 
truck and he tells me theft can be a 
big problem at the track. "You hear 
stories all the time about stuff being 
stolen," he says. "But not long ago 
I left a drill in the street at a barn 
where I was shoeing. A trainer 
picked it up and returned it to me. 
The amazing thing was I didn't 
even know who the guy was." 

10:35 a.m. Before we leave, we 
check a board to see which horses 
are scheduled to receive a lasix in­
jection. "The lasix treatment for 
horses with bleeding lungs is a di­
uretic type of shot," Joe says. "It 
affects the horse's urinary tract. 
The key is to get the horse shod 
before they get the shot. If you 
don't, you have to wear a wet suit 
when shoeing." 

10:45 a.m. We stop at barn No. 
2 to shoe Danny Switzer's Fancing 
Ed Dancing. Joe talks with trainer 
Switzer and later tells me this mare 
walks to the outside. Joe doesn't get 
alarmed and says it isn't really a 
problem because most horses tend 
to walk to the outside. The trainer 
told Joe this horse may be going 
bad. 

Joe has a lot of respect for train­
ers and gives a lot of weight to what 
they tell him. "They 're all profes­
sionals," he says. "Most are 
watching the horse all day to see 
what's wrong. The majority are 
good at noticing problems. They 
see the horse all the time, where I 
only see it once in a while." 

11 :50 a.m. After examining the 
horse and having the horse walk in 
the barn, Joe determines the right 
front needs a 3 degree wedge and 
the left front needs a 1 degree 
wedge. 
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11 :55 a.m. Joe uses a special 
rubber wedge to protect the heel. 
According to Joe, this wedge will 
take pressure off the wall and give 
it to the frog. "You want to have 
equal pressure on the wall and the 
frog," he says. 

"The special pad is easy to take 
off on race day. I just use my nip­
pers and cut out the wedge and 
don't have to reshoe the horse. 

"An egg-bar shoe may be better 
for training, but in this case it 
would have to be changed when the 
horse raced." 

12-Noon. Joe starts to rock the
toes to keep the horse from devel­
oping a shin problem. He tells me 

FEW TOOLS. With a forge and 
anvil located In the blacksmith 
shop, Trhllk only carries a few 
tools. They Include foot stand, 
stall jack, files, hammers, clinch­
ers, nippers and a few other as­
sorted shoeing tools. This Is why 
Trhllk says some track farriers can 
shoe out of the trunks of their cars. 

horses that run slow usually don't 
have problems. "Most horses that 
run have minor problems and I 
stress minor," he says. 

12:10 p.m. Joe shows me the 
correct way to trim the frog. "Both 
sides of the frog on a race horse 
should be trimmed nice and neat," 
be says. "The reason is so no for­
eign objects and diseases can get in 

the frog. It's a must for the frog of 
race horses to be neatly trimmed." 

12:20 p.m. Joe puts the finish­
ing touches on Fancing Ed Dancing 
and we pack up Joe's van. "Muchas 
gracias." 

12 :30 p.m. We stop at the track 
kitchen for lunch which is a hot 
ham and cheese sandwich. We split 

"I shoe most horses the 
way If eel it will best 

help tire horse ... " 

the sandwich because there isn't 
much time till the next shoeing. 

Over lunch, Joe tells me be raises 
miniature horses. He says he's been 
raising them for 7 years and he cur­
rently bas 15 head. He has shod a 
number of miniature horses that 
went on to become champions. 

We are joined by farriers Ron 
Morris from Pennsylvania, Jim Mil­
ner from Florida and Bill Sculzitti 
who goes back to Louisiana in the 
winter to shoe. They all tell me 
what a great farrier Joe is. 

12:55 p.m. We stop back at 
Ernie Poulos' area to shoe Cozy 
Miss and Tory Sound. Joe checks 
with the trainers to see if both are 
running well. 

1 :00 p.m. Joe tells me he will 
use Oak Victory Bond shoes with 
synthetic backing on Tory Sound. "I 
tend to use a lot of these shoes," Joe 
says. "It's just a preference I have. 
I shoe most horses the way I feel it 
will best help the horse. 

"I know most of my customers' 
likes and dislikes. Some trainers 
like pads and some use none at all. 
Overall most trainers prefer pads. 

"When I use pads it gives the 
horse a cushion. Plain shoes with­
out pads will stay on longer than 
shoes with pads. 

"I don't use full pads too often, 
because they cover up the entire 
hoof and reduce traction. I use 
mostly rim pads on race horses. 
Very rarely will you find you need a 
full pad. But as every horseshoer 
will tell you, there are exceptions." 
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1 :17 p.m. While rasping a hoof 
on the foot stand, Joe tells me the 
horses he works with are very fit 
and he may not be able to solve all 
of a horse's problems. "I work with 
healthy athletic horses," he says. 
"If they have major problems they 
will go back to the farm. If the 
horse isn't raceable, it's not going 
on the track. 

"My job as a professional is to 
help the horse race better. The best 
thing a horseshoer can do, if he 
does nothing else, is not to hurt the 
horse. If a horseshoer can keep the 
horse sound and the horse has the 
ability, he can help the horse race 
well. If the horse doesn't have the 
ability, it won't do any better no 
matter what you do. 

"There is a rule of the track that 
says you can always slow a horse 
down , but you can't necessarily 
make it go faster." 

1 :35 p.m. While Joe clinches 
the final nails on Tory Sound, I get 
my Espanol lesson for the day. I 
have found a majority of hot walk­
ers and grooms are of Spanish 
decent. When Joe has to communi­
cate with them, he speaks Spanish. 
I learn caballo is horse; un caballo 
is one horse; dos caballos is two 
horses and cuatro zapatos is four 
shoes. 

1 :45 p.m. Joe starts shoeing 
Cozy Miss. She is a little jumpy and 
is kicking. Joe says he doesn't have 

"I have found horses are 

more comfortable if I 

work from front to back ... " 

many problem horses. "If the horses 
are fit and the trainers hasn't found 
a race that is right for them, they 
tend to be more anxious," he says. 

"But if the horses are raced regu­
larly, then they are OK. The trainers 
want the horses on the fine edge 
when they race. Usually Thorough­
bred horses race every 10 days. 
Right now she is very fit and ready 
to race." 

1 :56 p.m. Joe tells me most 

Thoroughbred horses are very sen­
sitive. If you talk to them, they'll 
respond. "Cozy Miss is ready to 
race," he says. "But if you notice 
since I started talking to her, she 
has settled down." 

2 :10 p.m. Joe doesn't have a set 
way of shoeing a horse. "Some­
times I'll match the front and 
sometimes I'll go all the way 
around from front to rear," he says. 

"I have found horses are more com­
fortable if I work from front to 
back. If you move the horse around 
a lot the horse will get excited. 

"One other thing I try to do is put 
the shoe on immediately. I try not to 
trim the hoof down because you 
may break the hoof wall. 

2:25 p.m. Joe's done shoeing 
and says "muchas gracias." 

2:33 p.m. Joe's customers get 

pecially formulated by  
Hawthorne Products, ole 
Pack: 
• Deliver fa t, effective
relief to hard, dry ore
feet
• Kill thni h
• Promotes hoof growth
• Medicate up to ix
weeks
• Can be applied directly 
to clean hoof wound &
ab ce e
• Maintains hoof pliability
• oftens feet to a natural 
condition
• Fights bacterial & fungal
infection
• Form a barrier again t
harmful liquids

Sole Pack 
Delivers 
Relief 
From 
the 

Ground 
Up. 

• Economical, ea y to
use 
• Available in three
formula : ole Pack
Paddie (Do e Pack ),
Eight lb. Bulk and ole
Pack Dre ing (liquid
form) 

For more information 
stop by your local 
distributor or call 
1-800-548-_6_8 

HAWTHORNE PRODUCTS 
Scie11ce !,feels Performance 
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billed once a month. He sends a bill 
to the trainers who bill the owners. 

2:48 p.m. We walk over to the 
next barn and watch farrier Lynus 
Baldwin from Hot Springs, Ark., 
finish shoeing. Lynus is having 
problems shoeing this Thorough­
bred because of the warm weather. 
Flies are really bothering the horse. 

3:00 p.m. We bead to the track. 
We are particularly interested in 
races seven and eight. In race No. 8, 
Joe shod Leading Ballerina and she 
happens to be the favorite in the 
race today. "She doesn't grow much 
hoof," he says. 

In race seven Joe shod Socialize. 
Joe says this filly was just out get­
ting some racing exercise. 

3:30 p.m. It's funny when you 
hear all the stories about what hap­
pened on your way to the track, but 
this one is better than most. Joe and 
I were walking through the paddock 
area when a woman with a micro­
phone stops us. Joe tells her I'm 
doing a story for the American Far-

30 

riers Journal. Right away she wants 
to put me on TV. I declined the in­
vitation, since I wasn't dressed for 
it anyway. Instead, Joe gets an in­
terview set up for tomorrow. 

3:57 p.m. Joe tells me a little 
about his family. Joe met his wife, 

BLACK TIE AFFAIR. A $2 mllllon 
dollar winner, Joe Trhllk put every 
shoe on the Thoroughbred In 1991. 

Janet, almost 30 years ago and has 
two sons, Jamie and John. "My wife 
is great," he says. "She really taJces 
good care of me." And that she did. 

She packed two of everything in the 
insulated lunch box for Joe on this 
farrier/editor field trip. Wait till she 
learns we ate out twice today! 

4:00 p.m. Joe's relationship 
with track vets is very good. "I kid 
around with them," he says. "We 
get along well. We are both out to 
do what is best for the horse. Basi­
cally, our interests are the same." 

4:00 p.m. Joe and I catch a 
quick bite to eat and take our seat 
for the races. Socialize takes a lead 
in its race, but then runs out of gas 
to finish fifth, while Leading Balle­
rina, in a close race down to the 
stretch, was held off at the last mo­
ment and finished fourth. Joe says 
both horses raced well. 

5:00 p.m. Joe takes me to my 
car and I bid him farewell. I thank 
him for spending the day with me. 
As I drive back to Milwaukee, I 
think about coming back and spend­
ing another day with Joe and 
learning lots more about shoeing 
race horses. 0 

1992 AWARD WINNING - "ACHIEVEMENT OF TIIE YEAR" M.P.LF. 

''EXCLUSIVE MANUFACIVRERS OF THE PATENTED 
TITANIUM HORSESHOE" 

Developed aftu y� of research and testing 
CHAMPION IITANIVM HORSESHOES 

are the finest shoes in the world because they're; 
• Lighter than aluminum (wide web plate)

• As durable & protective as steel • Resistant to spreading
•Non-Corrosive •Shock absorbant •Easily worked in fire

•Workable cold as well as drilled and tapped
We are now accepting orders for our wide web plate, 

with more styles to follow. 
Suggested retail price $10.75 

To order call TOLL FREE 
1-800-242-8364

Dealers inquiries welcomed 
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